Tools to differentiate immunologic and non-immunologic myasthenia gravis in infancy.
Twelve patients between 15 months and 13 years of age with clinical and pharmacological features of myasthenia gravis were studied. Repetitive nerve stimulation did not offer valuable information; the patients demonstrated either inspecific muscular decremental response or had normal behavior. Two clear groups of patients were identified after measurements of acetylcholine receptor (AChR) antibodies and MEPP amplitude recorded in the diaphragm of mice injected with sera from those patients. The first group included patients with positive AChR antibodies titers and decreased MEPP amplitude. The second one had negative AChR antibodies titers and MEPPs with normal amplitude. These data strongly suggest immunologic and non-immunologic mechanisms for the former and later respectively.